
Augusta irish Retreat 
November 6-9, 2025

Downtown Elkins, WV

THURSDAY SCHEDULE

3:00 p.m.: Check-in begins for rooms at Tygart Hotel | Tygart Hotel Lobby

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.: Dinner Break

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.: Check-in with Augusta to pick up your packet and name badge | Big Timber
Brewing (2 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV)

7:00 p.m.: Orientation. Meet your instructors & Augusta staff. Hear more about the classes
being offered during the weekend. | Big Timber Brewing

Following Orientation until 9:30 p.m.: Welcome Gathering with all AIR Staff and Students.
A tune and song session. Bring a tune to play or a song to sing. | Big Timber Brewing
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Explore the Augusta Archive

We are in the middle of a huge digitization
project, with the goal of preserving and making
public our vast collection of traditional music
and folk culture documentation. Listen to
interviews, performances, and more on our
online archive!

Read the Augusta Blog

We have an active blog about folk culture, traditions, and
contemporary life in Appalachia. Check out some of the articles
written by our team and local contributors. If you would like to
contribute, reach out to us at info@augustaartsandculture.org

IMPORTANT LOCATIONS

Big Timber Brewing – 2 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV
Tygart Hotel / Oxley Restaurant & Lounge – 206 Davis Ave, Elkins, WV
Kump Education Center – 401 Randolph Ave, Elkins, WV
Randolph County Community Arts Center – 2 Park Street, Elkins, WV
Darden Mill – 101 Railroad Ave, Elkins, WV 

Draft 9/22/2025



FRIDAY SATURDAY
Classes held at  the Kump Education Center ,
401 Randolph Ave, Elk ins,  WV

9:30 — 10:45 am |  Period 1 
Hop Jigs & Marches |  Ei leen & Eimear
Across the Western Ocean: Songs of Mick
Moloney  |  Brenda
Tricks for Playing Ir ish Guitar Standard
Tuning  |  Jef ferson

10:45 — 11:15 am |  Tea Break 

11:15 am - 12:30 pm |  Period 2 
Playing with Singers for Tune players |
Dan & Eimear
How to Make a Tune Sound Ir ish |  Brenda
& Ei leen
Flatpicking Tunes on the Guitar |
Jefferson  

12:30 — 2:30 pm |  Lunch Break  |  See the last
page of  th is packet for  a map of  Downtown
Elkins and restaurant l is t ing.

2:30 — 3:30 pm |  Period 3
Grupa Cheoil  (Arranging Tunes as Players
do for the Fleadh Cheoil )  |  Brenda &
Eimear
Slow --> Fast Tune Session |  Ei leen & Dan

3:30 — 4:00 pm |  Tea Break

4:00 – 5:00 pm |  Kump House open for student-
led sessions

4:00 p.m. |  Guided Tour of the New Augusta
Building  wi th Seth Young |  301 Davis Avenue,
Elk ins,  WV

4:00 p.m. |  Instructor Sound Check  |   
Randolph County Community Arts Center

5:00 — 7:30 pm |  Dinner  Break  

7:30 — 9:00 pm |  Concert:  Masters of Ir ish
Music |  Randolph County Community Arts
Center,  2 Park Street,  Elk ins,  WV.

Featur ing Brenda Cast les,  Eimear Arkins,
Jef ferson Hamer,  Ei leen Gannon and Dan
Lowery

9:30 — 10:30 pm |  Staff-Led Session  |  Oxley
Lounge at  the Tygart  Hotel .  Tygart  Hotel
Conference Room (2  f loor)  a lso open for
sessions.

n d

After 10:00 pm |  Open Tune and Song
Sessions |  Oxley Lounge at  the Tygart  Hotel .
Tygart  Hotel  Conference Room (2  f loor) .n d

Classes held at  the Kump Education Center ,
401 Randolph Ave, Elk ins,  WV

9:30 — 10:45 am |  Period 1
Song Arrangement on Guitar |  Jefferson 
Introduction to Li lt ing |  Eimear
Beginning Whistle for All  ( i .e. ,  How
Every Ir ish Kid Starts Playing Music).
Whist les provided  |  Brenda & Dan

10:45 — 11:15 am |  Tea Break

11:15 am — 12:30 pm |  Period 2
Basic Chord Theory for Tune Players: (Know
What Key You're In,  Understand Harmony,
Put Together Tune Sets,  and Construct
Variations) |  Dan & Ei leen
Harmony Singing |  Jef ferson & Brenda
Ir ish Fiddle |  Eimear

12:30 — 2:30 pm |  Lunch Break

2:30 — 3:30 pm |  Period 3
Ancient Harp Tunes  |  Ei leen
Singing in Ir ish  |  Eimear
Slow --> Fast Tune Session |  Brenda,
Dan & Jefferson

3:30 — 3:45 pm |  Mini Tea Break

4:00 — 5:00 pm |  Student Open Mic  |  Big
Timber Brewing

5:00 — 7:00 pm |  Dinner

7:00 — 8:30 pm |  Ceil i  Dance  |  Big Timber
Brewing

8:30 — 10:00 pm |  Staff-Led Tunes & Song
Session  |  Big Timber Brewing

After 10:00 pm |  Open Tune and Song
Sessions |  Big Timber Brewing, Tygart  Hotel
Conference Room, Oxley Lounge at  the
Tygart  Hotel

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=0f2a8f6f472ba592&sxsrf=AE3TifN_ts-ZCbTVP8i4vHmNGIHit4VjkA%3A1756820460570&q=Fleadh+Cheoil&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjU18ybmrqPAxXXQEEAHdKhF40QxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBK8LCYzeO16js-UXPBsrslfDpJ_OlKsKLUzRFOukSnAukQReMtMBgAFytVAUokMmJkVFxA9kFVF3npu0sUnauM235lKlfPkVAsHfjnN0RwmfvRhUqhdVRViFgumudAoJqK4igqwxV7Es1vC9AX2On1O6RjFKNBgSCV2rXzA2t5oqs&csui=3


SUNDAY
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Classes held at  the Kump Education Center ,  401 Randolph Ave, Elk ins,  WV

Please be aware of  your hotel ’s check-out t ime!

9:30 — 10:45 am |  Period 1  
Dancing the Tune ( learn a tune and a dance to go with i t )  |  Ei leen & Eimear
Learn a Set Dance Tune |  Brenda
Ir ish Tune & Song Accompaniment |  Jefferson & Dan

10:45 — 11:15 am |  Tea Break

11:15 am — 12:30 pm |  Farewell  Tune & Song Session with al l  AIR Staff

2:00 -  3:30 |  Film  Screening: Plight of the Bumblebee  |  Darden Mi l l
Live music score and conversat ion wi th director,  Brenda Cast les.  Free to AIR
students and guests.  

Join us This Fall & in 2026!
Augusta Irish Retreat: November 6-9, 2025 | Elkins, WV | Learn from wonderful Irish and Irish
American teachers!
Fall Dulcimer Retreat: November 14-16, 2025 | Blackwater Falls State Park, Davis, WV
Lift Your Voice: Augusta’s Community Choir Concert: November 21, 2025
Square Dance: November 22, 2025 | The Arts Center, Elkins, WV
Augusta Wassail Fundraiser: December 14, 2025 | The Arts Center, Elkins, WV. 
Solstice Concert & Ceilidh Dance with the Mudlarks: December 19, 2025 | The Arts Center,
Elkins, WV
Spring Sing: April 23-26, 2026 | Blackwater Falls State Park, Davis, WV | Sing with Ginny
Hawker, Val Mindel, Emily Miller & more great teachers!
Cajun & Classic Country Week: July 6-10, 2026 | Elkins, WV | Cajun & Country + Craft and
Folk Arts for Kids
Blues Week: July 13-17, 2026 | Elkins, WV | Blues + Craft and Folk Arts for Kids
Old-Time Week: July 20-24, 2026 | Elkins, WV | Old-Time + Craft and Folk Arts for Kids
Vocal Week: July 27 - 31, 2026 | Elkins, WV | Old-Time + Craft and Folk Arts for Kids
Bluegrass Week: August 3-7, 2026 | Elkins, WV | Bluegrass + Craft and Folk Arts for Kids
AND MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED! 

To all the individual donors,

volunteers, artists, and staff

who have contributed to

Augusta over the last 50

years...

Thank

you!

We are grateful for the support of our

granting agencies and partners in 2025:
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Scan or visit
augustaartsandculture.org/donate
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